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Report Highlights: 

On July 26, 2022, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) issued directive F. No. STD/SP-18/T(Vegan Foods). The directive extends the 

compliance timeline for Food Safety and Standards (Vegan Foods) Regulations (2022) by six months 

now to January 26, 2023.  On June 10, 2022, the FSSAI had previously issued a notification requiring all 

food product imports labeled as vegan to comply with a new clause that specifies that “no vegan food 

products shall be imported except with a certificate issued by the recognized authorities of the exporting 

countries in the format as specified by the Authority is accepted.” On July 25, 2022, the FSSAI 

subsequently published guidelines and application formats for endorsement of the vegan logo. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign Agricultural 

Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, USDA and/or the U.S. 

government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially 

endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as 

interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the 

links that do not open in Internet Explorer. Indian host sites will geo-block site access on a rolling basis].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

On July 26, 2022, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) issued directive F.No. STD/SP-18/T (Vegan Foods). The directive extends the 

compliance timeline for Food Safety and Standards (Vegan Foods) Regulations (2022) by six months 

now to January 26, 2023 (see, Appendix I).  
 

Background: 

The June 10, 2022 (published) FSSAI (Authority) notification F.No. STD/TF-Vegan Foods/Notif/FSSAI 

(see, Appendix II), required that those food product imports labeled as vegan products shall be imported 

only with a certificate issued by the recognized authorities of the exporting countries in the format as 

specified by the Authority are acceptable (see, GAIN-INDIA-IN2022-0057 – More Vegan than a Vegan 

– India’s FSSAI Issues Regulation Requiring Vegan Certification for Food Product Imports Labeled as 

Vegan).   

 

On July 25, 2022, the FSSAI subsequently published guidelines and application formats for 

endorsement of the vegan logo (see, Appendix III). There was then no mention of a vegan certificate 

requirement in the September 6, 2021, notified draft version of regulation F.No. Std/TF-Vegan 

Foods/Notif. /FSSAI. The draft regulation’s notification made no reference to vegan food product 

imports into India (see, GAIN-INDIA IN2021-0109-India’s FSSAI Proposes New Regulations for 

Vegan Foods). 

 

The full text of the FSSAI directive F.No. STD/SP-18/T (Vegan Foods), is accessible on the FSSAI 

website located at https://fssai.gov.in/ 
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https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-more-vegan-vegan-indias-fssai-issues-regulation-requiring-vegan-certification-food
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-more-vegan-vegan-indias-fssai-issues-regulation-requiring-vegan-certification-food
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-more-vegan-vegan-indias-fssai-issues-regulation-requiring-vegan-certification-food
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/07/62df709761476Guidelines_Vegan_Food_26_07_2022.pdf
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-indias-fssai-proposes-new-regulations-vegan-foods
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-indias-fssai-proposes-new-regulations-vegan-foods
https://fssai.gov.in/
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APPENDIX 1: FSSAI NOTIFICATION (JULY 26, 2022), EXTENSION OF THE 

COMPLIANCE TIMELINE FOR FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (VEGAN FOODS) 

REGULATIONS (2022) 
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APPENDIX II: FINAL REGULATION, FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (VEGAN FOODS) 

REGULATIONS (2022) 
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APPENDIX III: FSSAI NOTIFICATION (JULY 25, 2022), GUIDELINES AND FORMATS ON 

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR ENDORSEMENT OF THE VEGAN LOGO  
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


